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The G8 conference is coming up in Spain, and many systems are sending pseudo-pods out to represent. There are many, many individuals without a group who will show up and form relationships the day that they arrive. Others will arrive in affinity groups which will serve to keep them encapsulated against the flow of humanity. 

Some of these affinity groups are mobile affinity groups, that is, they will move around physically through open pathways in the streets, groups like the March 4th Marching Band or the Infernal Noise Brigade (INB), the Radical Cheerleaders, etc. Other affinity groups are static, they engage in lock-down drills at critical intersections, they take up random positions in the middle of streets farther away from the ‘front line’ and become immoveable rocks for the day. 


Imagine, for the sake of this metaphor, that we only allow individuals, groups of 30, and no group sizes in between. As these people walk the streets, a couple of critical interactions are going to happen. First, movement of individuals is constrained by the motion of the big groups. When the INB march through the streets, they draw with them hundreds of individuals who become like an electron cloud. If the group is going to ‘bump into’ police or another group, these rangers bring information back, they translate the information from a distance (physical translation) as well as through their interpretive schema (psychic translation). The groups meet each other far less frequently than they meet individuals – when they do meet, connections (conduits) from one group to another can lead to an enormous binding together of the two groups, much as chromosomes pair up before undergoing division. The organism, having reached a certain size, can now do large jumps in size, making plans to do joint projects in the future. 


Imagine a map of the city, flowing forwards in time (time as a spatial dimension). A group that holds still all day is a single, straight thread through the day. A group that moves is a weaving thread around these others. Groups that do not ‘meet’ each other can never be in the same place at the same time. Teachers in their classrooms can be viewed as the same kind of ‘thread’. 


The motion of individuals being constrained means that flow is clogged up, held relatively immobile. For individuals, these groups are mostly inaccessible – they are wary of infiltration and so, if one has no introduction, one gets no face time with members – they are busy. The only requirement for being allowed across that threshold is that you knew them before that day. The big groups become noise, background, and relationships are made on a one-to-one (dyadic, triadic) manner.


Now introduce an outside agency – police. The organizational principle of the police is on a scale at least roughly that of these 30-person organisms – they look out from squads of 30 or so, and see a ‘counterpart’ across the lines. They see what they expect to see, themselves. If they choose to oppress a given group of people, they create a shared experience in those people. This creates a connection which leads to each of those people returning for the next event at the next organizational size. Individuals come back in groups of 5 or 6 (a small bunching of dyads with enough cross-connections to hold together). The largest groups do collaborations with several permutations of shared art. Removing the stricture that there must ‘only’ be groups of 30 or 1, we could see each group size as repeating this growth pattern. Furthermore, I would add that in the absence of trauma, the group will stop growing, be large ‘enough’. Trauma strips away some members and then pushes the hybridization with other groups of roughly equivalent size, allowing for large jumps in group size.

On November 30th, 1999, a huge body of people – over 100,000, walked the streets of Seattle.  If there had been no police response that day, they would have gone home and bemoaned the wastefulness of street protest. Police rioting that day jelled person to person connections, group to group connections, and triggered a progressive systematization which has been playing out ever since. The process by which it plays out once triggered is the focus of my paper. 
